
A study stay organised by Blue Shield Belgium, ICOM Wallonia-Brussels, 

Art & History Museum and the EU-funded project ENIGMA 

With the support of the Flemish Commission for UNESCO

Tools in the fight against trafficking

International collaboration 

Emergency evacuation and refuges

Policy, law and law enforcement

Lessons from the past

Monday 1 December 2025

Art & History Museum

Jubelpark 10, Brussels
In-person event

Including the Belgian premiere of the docudrama The Oath of Cyriac, on 

the evacuation of the Aleppo National Museum, Syria
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TRAFFICKING AND CONFLICT

CHALLENGES FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE TODAY

Register here or 

scan QR code

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/d8c9W2qaSG


 

PROGRAMME 

 
09.30 - 10.00 Check-in and welcome coffee 

 
10.00 - 10.10 Welcome addresses 

Dr Géraldine David, General director, Royal Museums of Art and History, Brussels) 
Prof. Em. Gustaaf Janssens (President, Blue Shield Belgium) 

10.10 - 12.15 Morning session: Tracking the Movements of Objects 

Moderator: Dr Annick Born (ICOM Wallonia-Brussels; Blue Shield Belgium) 
 • European Union policies on protection of cultural heritage, Alfio Gullotta (Policy 

Officer -Cultural Heritage, European External Action Service) 
• The role of the museum community, and ICOM in particular, in the fight against 

trafficking of cultural goods: current projects, by Sophie Delepierre MA (Head of the 
Heritage Protection Department, ICOM, Paris)  

• The Art Research Team of the Belgian Federal Judicial Police, by Laurence Massy 
MA (Head of the Art Research Team, DGJ-DJSOC-CENTREX Properties/ART, 
Belgian Ministry of Interior, Brussels) 

• The ENIGMA Project: Technology against trafficking and for safeguarding heritage 
sites and artefacts, by Dr Nick M. L. Mols & Chris Vastenhoud (ENIGMA, Royal 
Museums of Art and History, Brussels) 

Questions from the audience 
 

12.15 - 13.15 Networking lunch 
 

13.15 - 16.40 Afternoon session: Emergency Evacuation in Times of Armed Conflict 
Moderator: Prof. Dr Vanessa Boschloos (Assistant manager, Blue Shield Belgium; 
Guest professor in Archaeology, Ghent University) 

13.15 - 13.20 Impulse 

Prof. Dr Vanessa Boschloos (Assistant manager, Blue Shield Belgium; Guest professor 
in Archaeology, Ghent University) 

13.20 - 14.35 Belgian premiere of The Oath of Cyriac, a docudrama on safeguarding the collection 
of the museum of Aleppo, Syria (in Arabic with French and English subtitles) 

14.35 - 14.55 The Oath of Cyriac Genesis, by Olivier Bourgeois (Producer and Director of the 
docudrama) 
 

14.55 - 15.10 Short break 
 

15.10 - 16.20 Panel discussion: Lessons from museums in conflict areas today and in the past 
Moderator: Dr Elke Selter (Blue Shield Belgium) 
• Dr Houmam Saad (former Adjunct Director, former Director of Excavations and 

Archaeological Studies, Syrian Directorate General of Antiquities, Damascus) 
• Andrea Kieskamp MA (Secretary, ICOM IC Ethics; President, Blue Shield 

Netherlands) 
• Jorijn Neyrinck MA (Vice-president, Flemish Commission for UNESCO; Director, 

Workshop Intangible Heritage) 
• Prof. Dr Marie-Sophie de Clippele (Assistant professor in Law, Université Saint-

Louis, Brussels) 
16.20 - 16.40 Questions from the audience 

16.40 - 16.50 Closing remarks 

Dr Alexandre Chevalier (President, ICOM Wallonia-Brussels) 
 

 
For questions contact office@blueshieldbelgium.be   

mailto:office@blueshieldbelgium.be
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